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rice, a tomato catsup of Chinese manufacture, and fish — the last — 
frequently being in a well-advanced stage of putrefaction. 

The sanitary conditions under which these men live aboard the ships 
are simply frightful. It is difficult for one who has not seen these ships 
to fully conceive of the degree of filthiness which exists aboard. The 
Chinese quarters are on the berth deck forward in a compartment sepa- 
rated from the cargo space by a temporary board bnlkhead. The place 
is dark and damp, and it is there that the Chinese prepare and eat 
their food, sleep, smoke their opium and tobacco, sometimes void their 
excreta. * * * In several instances I have -seen a layer of dirt, 
composed largely of organic matter, of more than an inch in thickness 
on the decks of these compartments. The white men on these vessels 
disclaim responsibility for the conditions under which the Chinese live, 
and transact all business with them through a Chinese foreman, the 
so-called "Number One Man." 

It is a crime against humanity that these helpless, irresponsible 
creatures should be herded together in this way, and allowed to remain 
amidst all this filth during a voyage of about three weeks. 

In a body of men living under such circumstances considerable sick- 
ness would naturally be expected ; yet since so many were affected in 
almost exactly the same way, the possibility of the existence of some 
specific causal factor must be admitted. 

The personnel of the Servia consisted of 84 white men, 34" Japanese, 
and 104 Chinese. The white men and Japanese were all in excellent 
health. It is somewhat remarkable that none of the Japanese were 
affected with the disease, since they had been doing the same kind of 
work, occupied the same compartment of the ship, and otherwise lived 
under practically identical conditions as the Chinese. I am informed 
that at some of the canneries a few of the Japanese were affected, but 
in the majority of cases it was confined to the- Chinese. If it is true 
that the Japanese are not immune, and if the disease is caused by some 
infectious agent, some of the Japanese on the Servia would almost cer- 
tainly have been affected. 

Of the Chinese returned here at the end of the salmon canning season, 
only a few are emaciated, but nearly all of them are weak, and, with 
their lowered vital resistance, would fall a ready prey to any infectious 
disease, such as cholera or bubonic plague. Five thousand of these 
Chinese have recently come into Chinatown, San Francisco. In their 
present state of lowered vitality they would serve as excellent pabulum 
for the sustenance and growth of some infectious agent, and insomuch 
constitute a danger to the public health of the community. 

In view of the distance between Alaska and this port, the time con- 
sumed in the voyage, the overcrowding and general insanitary condi- 
tion of many of the vessels, it seems that some additional legislation is 
demanded for the further protection of the public health. Such pro- 
tection would be afforded to a large extent if vessels plying between 
Alaska and the States, now classed as coasters, were made subject to 
the same laws and regulations as are vessels engaged in making deep 
sea voyages. 

L. L. Lumsdbn, 
Assistant Surgeon, 77. S. M. H. S. 

Reports from the Mexican border. 

Ill Paso, Tex., November S, 1900 — Inspection service. — I have the honor 
to submit herewith summary of work at this station for the week ended 
November 3, 1900: Inspection Mexican Central Eailroad passenger 
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trains, 135 persons ; inspection Eio Grande Pacific Bailroad passenger 
trains, 30 persons ; inspection of Mexican immigrants, 47 ; disinfection 
of clothing, etc., of immigrants, 35 bundles ; disinfection of soiled linen, 
imported for laundry, 442 pieces ; disinfection of Pullman sleeper linen, 
702 pieces ; vaccination of immigrants and children, 15. 

E. Alexander, 
Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. M. 8. 

Laredo, Tex., November 1, 1900 — Inspection service. — I have the honor 
to submit the following inspection report for week ended October 27, 
1900 : Persons inspected and passed at international tramway bridge 
and ferry, 3,051; persons inspected and passed on Mexican National 
Bailroad, 538 ; Mexican immigrants inspected and passed, 59 ; Italian 
immigrants inspected and passed, 2 ; immigrants vaccinated, 4. 

October 21. Befused entry to 1 Italian four days out from Cordova, 
Mexico ; no baggage. 

October 24. Befused entry to 1 person seven days out from Vera Cruz, 
Mexico ; baggage disinfected. 

October 24. Disinfected baggage and trunk of a person twelve days 
out from Vera Cruz ; originated at Salina Cruz, Mexico. 

H. J. Hamilton, 
Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. S. 8. 

Inspection at Dutch Harbor of vessels from Nome discontinued. 

Dutch Haeboe, Alaska, October 20, 1900. 
Sie : I have the honor to state that subject to the approval of the 
Bureau I have this day discontinued the inspection of vessels arriving 
at this port from Nome. My advices from Nome indicate that no new 
case of smallpox has appeared at above-mentioned port during the past 
thirty days. 

Bespectfully, Dunlop Mooee, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. 8. 

Vessels from Cuban, Mexican, and Central American ports inspected at 

Reedy Island. 

Eeedt Island Quaeantine, 
via Port Penn, Del., November 4, 1900. 
Sie: I have the honor to report that the following vessels from Cuban, 
Mexican, and Central American ports were inspected at this station 
during the week ended November 3, 1900 : 

November 1, 1900, steamship Mexicano, from Vera Cruz, in ballast ; 
3 passengers ; bill of health signed by Acting Assistant Surgeon Hodg- 
son, U. S. M. H. S. 

Bespectfully, T. F. Biohaedson, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. S. S., In Command. 

Beedt Island Quaeantine, 
via Port Penn, Del., November 11, 1900. 
Sie : I have the honor to report that the following vessels from 
Cuban, Mexican, and Central American ports were inspected at this 
station during the week ended November 10, 1900 : 
November 7, 1900, steamship Tyr from St. Thomas via Santiago de 



